
WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE DO 
The Surfrider Foundation is an international environmental organization dedicated 
to the protection and preservation of the world’s oceans, waves, beaches and 
coastal ecosystems for all people to enjoy. Our mission is carried out through Con-
servation, Activism, Research and Education (CARE). The South Bay Chapter is 
one of sixty local chapters dealing with issues of regional concern to our members. 
Our territory extends from Ballona Creek at the northern border to Cabrillo Beach in 
the south. 
 
Outside of a small core of staff at Surfrider Foundation’s national headquarters in 
San Clemente, CA, all of our work is accomplished by non-paid volunteers who 
dedicate their time and talents. We are always looking for leaders and volunteers to 
assist with campaigns and issues. We encourage you to get involved with whatever 
interests you most and donate whatever time you can afford. As ocean and beach 
enthusiasts, if we aren’t willing to protect our playground, who will? Please log onto 
our chapter’s website at www.surfrider.org/southbay updates and news on cur-
rent campaigns and issues, and join us at an upcoming event to show your support!  

WATER QUALITY MONITORING 
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which offers their labora-
tory and college student 
instruction.  Students con-
duct EPA approved test-
ing methods to measure 
the bacteria level of the 
collected water sample.  
Each sample is tested for 
three types of bacteria.  
These pollutants are 
known to harm the marine 
environment and to cause 
human health risks.  The 
program involves 60 stu-
dent volunteers who ro-
tate testing dates resulting 
in a “real life” science 
study and community ser-
vice. Each test cost $8 to 
conduct, therefore dona-
tions would be greatly 
appreciated to help fund 
and expand the program. 

We have a new lead vol-
unteer for our Teach & 
Test program. The South 
Bay Chapter’s new execu-
tive board member, Mar-
gaux Thomas, will be coor-
dinating the program this 
year.  Margaux is a recent 
UC Berkeley graduate.  
Her Surfrider volunteer 
experience consists of 
founding the Surfrider Club 
at Laguna Beach High 
School and a community 
water testing program in 
summer 2001.  This on-
going program was 
awarded the 2006 Environ-
mental Achievement 
Award by the US Environ-
mental Protection Agency.  
Congratulations! 

Since 2004, the South Bay’s 
Surfrider Chapter has spon-
sored and implemented a 
Teach & Test program involv-
ing students at 5 local high 
schools.  The goal of the 
Teach & Test program is to 
educate students on water 
quality issues, increase public 
awareness, monitor bacteria 
levels at local beaches over 
time, and instill a sense of 
community empowerment 
and ownership for our local 
students.   
 
 Every other week, local high 
school students collect water 
samples at beaches, runoff 
sites, and wetlands. The wa-
ter samples are brought to 
Loyola Marymount University, 

The results are distributed 
by email and posted on 
Surfrider’s national data-
base and website. This year 
the program will be expand-
ing its public awareness 
reach to local newspapers 
and local businesses who 
can post the results for pub-
lic display.  This will allow 
the entire community to be 
informed on local water 
quality – both good and 
bad.   

The program and Chapter 
would greatly appreciate 
the support of local busi-
nesses by forwarding us 
your e-mail addresses 
(which we promise only 
to use for this purpose).    

Teach & Test 



Playa Vista & Toes Beach Dunes: A Watershed Moment 
The Ballona Watershed has changed dramatically over the last several centuries, leaving only the remnants of what was 
once a dynamic and healthy coastal ecosystem. The South Bay Chapter is dedicated to protecting those remnants of the 
past in an effort to restore and preserve both our natural and cultural heritage. 
 
Not so long ago the Ballona watershed provided habitat for numerous species now listed as threatened with extinction, 
collected and filtered freshwater runoff, and supplied sediment that created our beautiful white sand beaches and coastal 
dunes. In our lifetime, development in the area has been so rampant that the natural processes that created our coastal 
wetlands, dunes, beaches and marine canyons have all but disappeared. But all is not lost. In fact, opportunity is 
staring us in the face.  
 

Coastal Wetlands 
There is approximately 200 acres of land left available in the historic wetlands that can be used for a “treatment wetland 
system.” This land is currently slated for a massive expansion of the Playa Vista development. But, much like the several 
hundred acres of wetlands recently acquired by the State, thanks to local grassroots environmental activism, the remain-
ing land can and should be put to uses that most benefit our community.  
 
Unlike the wetlands areas already acquired, the remaining property has long since 
been filled and degraded from its natural state. While tragic in some sense, this cur-
rent status leaves the land available for diverting polluted runoff from our over-
developed urban areas into man-made wetlands. Our vision -- treatment wetlands 
that: cleanse runoff before it reaches the ocean, provide habitat for endangered spe-
cies, recharge our groundwater aquifer, and provide otherwise unavailable opportuni-
ties for outdoor recreation and education. You can help by responding to our     
occasional requests for letters and attendance at meetings to convince our 
elected representatives that immediate profit is outweighed by restoring our 
coastal ecosystem for future generations.  
 

Beaches and Dunes 
Not far downstream is the remnant of where the watershed met the sea – Toes Beach dunes. Sediment deposition and 
natural beach replenishment has been dramatically altered by re-direction of the Los Angeles River, hardening of the 
urban landscape by  paving instead of planting, and flood control channelization. Nonetheless, the natural and cultural 
heritage of our beaches and coastal dunes remains in the unique foredunes at Toes Beach. 
 

This critical remnant of our coastal watershed process is currently under threat of 
destruction. These coastal dunes in Playa del Rey have been freely enjoyed by the 
public for generations. But now developers plan to level the natural landscape to 
build more condos without fully documenting the environmental and social conse-
quences. Our vision – restored natural dunes which provide recreational and educa-
tional opportunities while protecting the natural beauty and preserving our natural 
heritage for generations to come.  
 
You can help by simply visiting www.saveourdunes.org – learning more about 
the project and signing our petition. 

 
Does this vision of a restored and protected coastal environment seem like a Herculean task that’s unlikely to succeed? 
Absolutely not. Let’s not forget the enduring words of the famed anthropologist, Margaret Mead: “Never doubt that a 
small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 
 

Environmental Campaigns 



Educational Campaigns 

Cigarette butts are the most littered item on our beaches (from quantitative data taken at our beach cleanups) and pose a 
serious health threat to our children, beach users and marine life.  Cigarette smoke and butts are dirty, full of toxic chemi-
cals, impact people’s enjoyment of the beaches and when washed into the oceans become “toxic teabags” that impair water 
quality and endanger the lives of marine life which may mistake them for food. For these reasons, we have joined a coali-
tion of environmental and health groups to lobby for smoking bans on all of our local beaches – the South Bay Smoke-Free 
Beaches Coalition. 
Following the lead of the Malibu chapter of Surfrider which was instrumental in getting smoking bans affected from the LA-
Ventura county line down to El Segundo, the South Bay Chapter has continued the momentum working first with Manhattan 
Beach and then El Segundo to pass laws prohibiting smoking on the beach. More recently, the Coalition won major victories 
in Torrance and Hermosa Beach both banning smoking on their beaches during their City Council meetings on the same 
night. Now, a continuous stretch of coastline of some 40+ miles from the LA-Ventura border through Hermosa Beach is 
smoke-free! This leaves Redondo Beach as the only city in the Santa Monica Bay that still allows smoking on its beaches, 
thus earning it the dubious title of “the Ashtray of the Bay.” The South Bay Chapter and the Coalition will continue to work 
with community, health and political leaders in Redondo Beach to complete the link and make the entire Santa Monica Bay 
smoke-free. Log onto our website and check in for updates on our progress! 

The South Bay Chapter conducts about six scheduled beach cleanups per year. Every other month, 
we host cleanups to not only pick up trash but also to conduct research and raise the community’s 
awareness of non-point source pollution. Our cleanups are also a great way for students to complete 
their community service hours and school projects. 

We provide the gloves, bags, hand sanitizer and other essentials. If you, your business or school 
group would like to coordinate a cleanup at your favorite beach, we would love to help! Please e-
mail us and include the following information: the date, location and time you would like to have your 
cleanup, the number of people you expect to show up, and if you need supplies, or if you would like 
to have a Surfrider volunteer run your cleanup for you. You can log onto www.surfrider.org find out 
our beach cleanup schedule and contact our Beach Cleanup Coordinator. 

Smoke-Free Beaches  

Beach Cleanups 

The South Bay Chapter of Surfrider supports Smoke-Free beaches along our coasts for the following reasons: 
1. Cigarette butts are the most littered items on our beaches. 
2. Cigarette butts can be dangerous and deadly to marine life and birds that mistake them for food. 
3. Butts leach their carcinogens and toxins into the sand and in the water, effectively becoming “toxic 

teabags” that affect local water quality. 
4. Butts can be harmful to children playing in the sand, or burn hazards when not extinguished properly. 
5. Smoking is not consistent with the healthy and natural recreation environment of our beaches. 

STAR EcoStation 
The South Bay Chapter has created an extensive educational exhibit at the STAR 
EcoStation in Culver City that will be visited by thousands of schoolchildren and par-
ents annually. The EcoStation is an educational environmental resource and wildlife 
rescue center located at 10101 W. Jefferson Blvd. Realizing that almost 80% of chil-
dren that live within 20 miles of the ocean have never been to the beach, the chapter 
built a scaled watershed model of the LA Basin to illustrate the various sources of pollu-
tion that end up in our local ocean and on our beaches, and how the hydrologic cycle 
links all of us together from the mountains to the sea. Coupled with the Surfrider-
produced video, “Sea to Summit: A Journey Through The Watershed”, the exhibit is a multi-media experience that can ac-
commodate up to 500 schoolchildren per day. If you are a teacher and would like more information about the STAR 
EcoStation or schedule a fieldtrip for your class, log onto: www.ecostation.org  

We hope to expand our partnership with EcoStation and others by increasing outreach to inner-city kids who are often de-
nied the opportunity to enjoy the beach and ocean.  This past summer, in honor of Tom Marcellino, our past chairman who 
recently passed away, we sponsored a week long surf camp for 20 kids from the inner-city. We see this as a fitting honor 
to Tom – but hope to expand the program to more children in the future. Please contact the South Bay Chapter through 
our website with any and all ideas and offers to expand this important work. 



Open Beach Access 
Palos Verdes Localism 
The South Bay Chapter worked with the City of Palos 
Verdes Estates and the local law enforcement officials to 
curb the tactics of local surfers to intimidate, hassle and 
occasionally assault “non-locals” in an attempt to dissuade 
them from surfing several surf breaks in PV. We were suc-
cessful in getting a unique ordinance passed that makes it 
a misdemeanor to impede access to the beach and waves 
through public lands. Since the passing of the ordinance, 
we are happy to report that harassment and incidents have 
decreased. The chapter is involved in ongoing monitoring 
of the situation to ensure free and unrestricted access for 
everyone. 

Ocean Trails Golf Course 
The chapter is also working with the developers (Donald 
Trump’s company) of the Ocean Trails golf course to en-
sure the public’s rights to access the nature trails that me-
ander through the property and serve as access to the 
beaches in front of the property. The developers are pro-
posing to make the course and homes in the area very ex-
clusive, and exclusivity often translates to “private.” We 
continue to monitor the construction process to assure ac-
cess to the trailheads, provide adequate public parking and 
position appropriate signage to indicate public access 
points. 

There’s More To Do 
 

We are planning an educational program to inform home-
owners of simple changes they can make to their gardening 
and irrigation practices that can dramatically reduce urban 
runoff – the number one culprit for beach pollution. We 
hope to launch our “Ocean Friendly Gardens” program 
very soon and will keep you informed about how to 
participate through our website and newsletters. 
 
Industrial institutions plan even more sites like LNG 
(Liquefied Natural Gas) importation facilities and desalina-
tion plants along our precious and limited open coast and 
ocean. Again, watch our website and newsletters for 
updates on these potential threats to our coast and our 
traditional coastal lifestyle and natural heritage. 

Historical Accomplishments  
El Porto Parking Lot Meters 
As one of the chapters’ founding campaigns back in the 
early ‘90’s, we successfully lobbied the City of Manhattan 
Beach to delay the enforcement of the parking meters in 
the El Porto lot until 9:00AM. Arguing that the meters and 
their high cost would create an undue hardship for surfers 
and thus impede access to the El Porto breaks, the City 
allowed for three hours of “surf time” from 6:00AM when the 
lot opens to 9:00AM when the meters are enforced. Re-
member the South Bay Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation 
every morning when you surf El Porto, and don’t have to 
pay to surf! Become a member or get a friend to sign up as 
your way of saying thanks for this little gift of surf. 

Special Events 
 
We know how to have fun too! We regularly host benefit 
concerts, fundraisers, surf contests, chapter surfaris, 
campouts and other fun events throughout the year. We 
also participate in various local fairs and community 
events and are always 
looking for volunteers to 
help out. These events 
recognize the invalu-
able contributions of our 
volunteers and other 
champions of the local 
environmental move-
ment, raise public 
awareness for the Sur-
frider Foundation, and educate the local community about 
our mission and programs. Maybe even more importantly, 
they give us a moment from the hard work to celebrate 
and enjoy the ocean and beaches that we strive to restore 
and protect for ourselves and generations to come. 

Waves = Natural Resource 
One of our proudest accomplishments was our campaign at 
the California Coastal Commission (CCC) to mitigate the 
degradation of surf spots in El Porto by the construction of 
the “jetty” (or more accurately a groin) to protect Chevron’s 
(now Chevron-Texaco) oil pipelines. Our campaign estab-
lished a new consideration for the CCC when reviewing any 
coastal permit- the impact of the project on waves. Prior to 
this landmark decision, waves were not considered a natu-
ral resource like living marine resources- now they are! 
 
This victory lead to the mitigation experiment known as 
“Pratte's Reef”, an effort to construct an artificial surfing reef 
named after one of Surfrider’s Founding Fathers, Tom 
Pratte. While Pratte’s Reef has not withstood the forces of 
nature, the coastal and artificial reef engineers from around 
the world have learned a great deal from the experiment.  

Please join us in our worthy mission! 
Visit our Chapter’s Website at  
www.surfrider.org/southbay 


